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A recent march for justice and an end to poverty in Fresno, California. Over 100 marchers started their journey at “Justice Corner” and ended up at the 
A.M.E. church in West Fresno where a new civil and human rights organization was born. photo/mike Rhodes 
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We can end homelessness, 
once and for all 



The growing violence against and 
repression of the homeless, and their 
heroic and determined resistance in 
various places across the country in 
response, are bringing the issue of 
homelessness to the fore. Why has 
homelessness grown in our country 
over the last 30 years, and how do we 
end it? Because it can be ended, once 
and for all. 

People point to the rise of poverty 
as a chief cause of homelessness. 

This is certainly true, but what is 
causing the rise in poverty? Many 
people point to falling wages, the de¬ 
cline in manufacturing jobs and the 
growth of low-paying service jobs, 
the reductions in public assistance, 
the growth of part-time and tempo¬ 
rary work, the exportation of jobs to 
low-wage countries through global¬ 
ization, etc. This is all true, but what 
is underneath all this? 

The corporations we work for are 
forever trying to out-produce their 
competition, to get things produced 
faster and more efficiently. The com¬ 
puter and the robot have given busi¬ 
ness the ultimate weapon in the war 
of production. These tools don’t sim¬ 
ply supplement or complement hu¬ 


man labor, they replace it. Ask the 
hundreds of thousands of telephone 
operators who were replaced by com¬ 
puterized telephone switching sys¬ 
tems, or the hundreds of thousands of 
bank tellers replaced by ATMs, or the 
hundreds of thousands of auto work¬ 
ers replaced by robots on the assem¬ 
bly line. The list goes on and on, and 
it won’t stop. Every business is com¬ 
pelled to automate to match its com¬ 
petition, or go under. 

The result is permanent unemploy¬ 
ment for millions, and wages too low 
to live on for millions more as work¬ 
ers are forced to compete with robots 
and a globalized work force for jobs. 
The ironic result? We can produce 
mountains of everything with auto¬ 
mated production, from autos to 
houses, but fewer and fewer people 
can afford to buy anything. Home¬ 
lessness is the simply the worst mani¬ 
festation of this process. 

We have everything we need to 
solve the problems of poverty and 
homelessness. There is plenty of 
housing, plenty of food, plenty of 
clothing, etc., and we can all see it. 
This is not a question of shortages, 
it’s a question of who owns and con¬ 


trols the economy and who has the 
political power to decide what will 
happen. 

As long as a handful of big pri¬ 
vately owned corporations control 
the economy and govern our country, 
they will continue to automate pro¬ 
duction, eliminate jobs and lower 
wages, and poverty and homeless¬ 
ness will continue to grow. This is 
the way of the market economy. But 
the vast productive power of this 
economy could end poverty and 
homelessness tomorrow, if only the 
people controlled it. It’s simply a 
question of the people gaining the 
political power to direct society’s re¬ 


sources so we can end the problem. 

A new society is not only possible, 
but necessary. 

To build that society, we first have 
to recognize that the corporate rulers 
of our country are our enemies, not 
our friends, and that this tiny wealthy 
minority has no right to control soci¬ 
ety’s resources at the expense of the 
majority. We have a right to be free 
of poverty and homelessness, and we 
must organize and educate ourselves 
for the struggle that lies ahead. The 
first step is to demand that the gov¬ 
ernment act now to provide housing 
for all who need it. 
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BILLIONS FOR CORPORATIONS 


THE GUTTER FOR THE REST 
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Dumped in the street in downtown 
Los Angeles by a paramedic who could 
find no place willing to accept him, a 
paraplegic, homeless man, clad in a 
soiled and torn hospital gown, pulled 
himself through the gutter begging for 
help. That image now stands beside the 
frightful pictures of Abu Ghraib, Amer¬ 
ica’s torture prison in Iraq, as the defin¬ 
ing measure of American morality in 
the minds of the peoples of the earth. 

As children in elementary school we 
sang of an America “Whose alabaster 
cities gleam, undimmed by human 
tears.” What happened to our nation’s 
morality that such a noble vision could 
be so completely and so rapidly re¬ 
placed by “each man for himself and 
the devil take the hindermost?” 

We do not confuse the morality of 
our government with that of the people. 
The people were shocked by this latest 
display of callousness. The government 
on that very day took steps to further 
cut social security and Medicare bene¬ 
fits. The reality is that year-by-year the 
increase in homelessness and poverty 
and the brutality of the invasion of Iraq 
has dulled the people’s sense of social 
morality. They feel they can do nothing 
to change things, and overwhelmed by 
their own problems, they turn inward. 
The main task of revolutionaries is to 
awaken them and help them see that 
they cannot solve their individual prob¬ 
lems without grappling with the general 
social destruction they face as a class. 

What is the situation today? Over¬ 
shadowing everything is the reality that 
not only is the gap widening between 
rich and poor — the rich are becoming 


The homeless in St. Petersburg, Fla. have recently erected tent cities to house 
themselves and focus attention on their plight. 
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very rich and the poor are becoming 
destitute. It is difficult to imagine that 
by the end of 2005 some 16,000,000 
Americans were living in what the gov¬ 
ernment calls “severe poverty.” That 
number has increased over the past year 
and a half. If you can imagine a family 
of four trying to live on $9,900 per year 
— that is $2,475 per person — you can 
imagine severe poverty. This severe 
poverty grew by 26 percent in five 


years—from 2000 to 2005. Today 43 
percent of the country’s 37 million poor 
are desperately, severely poor. 

Statistics can be boring, but without 
facts we cannot understand the “big pic¬ 
ture.” What is behind all these statis¬ 
tics? The American worker is becoming 
more and more productive. By work¬ 
ing with robots, fewer and fewer work¬ 
ers and more and more robots are 
putting out more and more goods. Con¬ 


sequently, a greater and 
greater percentage of the 
national income is going 
into corporate profits, and 
less and less is becoming 
wages and salaries. This 
trend is becoming more 
and more pronounced and 
is the reason for the in¬ 
crease in poverty. Can we 
reverse this trend? We 
cannot. In order to capture 
the shrinking world mar¬ 
ket, business has to pro¬ 
duce more and more and 
more cheaply. That means 
more and more poverty as 
jobs disappear and more 
robots appear. 

With the entire world 
facing this “race to the 
bottom” the corporations 
will not feed what they 
cannot use in the battle for 
production. To guarantee 
that nobody and nothing 
will get more than their 
market value, the corpora¬ 
tions had to first take over 
the government. They 
have done that. Next, 
stage-by-stage they will 
impose their market econ¬ 
omy on every thing and 
every body. 

A homeless paraplegic man does not 
have much market value, so he is 
dumped in the gutter. Do you get the 
picture? Do you know who is next? It’s 
time to think about how to take over 
these corporations before they complete 
taking over us. 


Help keep the 
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BY MAUREEN D. TAYLOR 
CHAIR, MICHIGAN WELFARE 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATION 


Detroit, MI—A people’s victory was 
won on Feb 21, 2007 when eight of the 
nine Detroit City Council persons voted 
to forestall a water rate increase in a 
city where 45,000 or more homes don’t 
have running water. 

This victory is already under attack by 
corporations and privateers who are con¬ 
cerned about the loss of control over wa¬ 
ter rates and their ability to privatize this 
commodity. All kinds of problems were 
created for them because of this vote. So, 
they are already caucusing in an effort to 
return to those Detroit City Council 
members who are afraid. If enough pres¬ 
sure is applied, some of them will vote to 
increase water rates. Clearly, they don’t 
represent the interests of low-income 
and blue collar workers. 

The struggle for affordable water be¬ 
gan in 1999, and in earnest since 2003, 
with the appointment of Victor Merca¬ 
do, a privatization specialist, as the 
head of the Detroit Water and Sewage 
Department. Water Czar Mecardo earns 
$260,000 per year which makes him the 
highest paid city official, who lives out¬ 
side the city in plush West Bloomfield. 
So important is this devil to the plan to 
eventually privatize all water opera¬ 
tions, that when the mayor of Detroit 
ordered all city employees to take a 10 
percent pay cut, Czar Mecardo went to 
Federal (retired) Judge Feikens, to beg 
for his salary to stay as is. His request 
was granted while Detroit workers get 
laid off, and Detroit residents cut cut¬ 
off from water. 

The next step to secure this victory is 
to launch an intensive community orga¬ 
nizing effort to point out two features. 
One, that it is not low-income people’s 
inability to pay water bills that is at the 
crux of the privateers’ desire to increase 
water rates. The poor are being blamed 
and framed. We don’t have to increase 
water rates by almost 10 percent in the 
City and almost 5 percent in suburban 
communities. Czar Mercado says poor 
people are responsible for the $24 mil¬ 
lion in uncollectible water bills. That’s 
a damnable lie! He says that everyone 
else’s water has to be increased to make 
up for poor people who are not paying 
their fair share. That’s another 
damnable lie! The second point is that 
the Water Affordabilty Plan, which 
would keep water on for Detroit and 
suburban households, submitted almost 
three years ago, has been ignored, then 
revised, and now gutted by Czar Merca¬ 
do and his privateers, who are trying to 
secure an opportunity to raise even 
more billions of dollars at the expense 


of low-income and blue collar workers. 

The Water Affordability Plan is the 
first systematic change worked out and 
fitted to Detroit in how water rates 
would be charged and collected since 
the inception of municipal owned water. 
Detroiters own the water processing 
plant, and we taxed ourselves years ago 
to pay for its operation. No one can 
take it from us, and no one will be al¬ 
lowed to use it to make us more impov¬ 
erished than we are already. The Water 
Affordability Plan allows for all peo¬ 
ple-middle or low-income—to pay 
something toward the use and sanitation 
of water on a sliding sale. Locking poor 
people out of a payment strategy and 
shutting them off from water is another 
example of how private corporations 
are moving into position, encouraged 
and aided by local government and the 
Courts, to privatize water—and make 
access to water a labor market discus¬ 
sion rather than a right for every person. 
Stand strong, Detroit! 


Demanding water in Detroit, photo/mwro 


FROM THE 
EDITORS 

The $100 billion water 
industry in America is 
growing fast! The giant 
water corporations—like 
Suez, Vivendi, and 
RWE—are set to make 
mountains of profit by 
taking over the remaining 
85 percent of U.S. public 
water companies. Who 
will afford the soaring 
rates? The only solution 
is to take over these giant 
corporations and make 
them public, not private 
property, so every human 
being has water. Send the 
People’s Tribune stories 
about your water 
struggles. Write PT, 

PO Box 3524, Chicago, 
IL 60654 or email 
info @ people stribune. org. 


Michigan inmates sue over denial of legal assistance 


BY ROBERT C. MITCHELL 


Editor's note: Prisons are constantly 
in the news in Michigan. After the death 
(murder) of Timothy Joe Souders, a 21- 
year old mentally ill prisoner who was 
strapped naked to a concrete bed for 
four days in sweltering heat, a Federal 
judge ordered mental health care 
changes for the state’s prisons. Michigan 
now plans to close some prisons to bal¬ 
ance the budget, but prison advocates 
fear this move could nullify the judge’s 
order and then do nothing about prison 


health care. The inhuman conditions in 
Michigan prisons and rapidly growing 
incarceration rate in the state cannot be 
separated from the joblessness due to 
automation and plant closures, and the 
destruction of the social safety net. 
Michigan and Mississippi have the high¬ 
est unemployment rates in the nation. Is 
Michigan a harbinger of the future for 
all workers? We urge our readers to join 
the struggle for justice and for a new 
America by supporting prisoner suits 
such as the one described at right. 


Battle Creek, MI — Michigan pris¬ 
oners have filed a class-action first 
amendment lawsuit against state correc¬ 
tions officials and various employees in 
U.S. District Court, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. It challenges the Michigan 
Department of Corrections’ December 
14, 2006, system-wide policy which 
prohibits experienced and well-sea¬ 
soned prisoner paralegals from provid¬ 
ing effective and meaningful legal 
assistance to other prisoners seeking ac¬ 
cess to judicial forums. 

The prisoners’ lawsuit asks the feder¬ 
al court to immediately issue a prelimi¬ 
nary injunction against Michigan 
Department of Corrections Director Pa¬ 
tricia L. Caruso and other prison offi¬ 
cials until the merits of their case may 
be heard. The lawsuit contends that the 
legal assistance restriction is discrimi¬ 
natory and unconstitutional. 

The prisoners’ lawsuit was filed by 
Robert C. Mitchell, a certified parapro- 
fessional. Mitchell is the former Battle 
Creek NAACP legal redress chairper¬ 
son, and Founder/CEO of the National 
Police Misconduct Project. The promi¬ 
nent civil, constitutional and human 
rights activist is the legal redress chair¬ 
person of the National Lifers of Ameri¬ 
ca, Inc., Chapter 1025, at the Southern 
Michigan Correctional Facility, Jack- 
son, MI. 

For more information, contact Pas¬ 
tor Mary Gault, (269) 963-7540, Battle 
Creek, Michigan. 



Steve Souders, 41, left, takes a moment to himself, while his ex-wife, Theresa 
Vaughn, 40, looks over a board with pictures of their late son, Timothy Joe 
Souders, in her father’s kitchen in Adrian, Michigan. madalyn ruggiero 



A victory in the struggle 
for affordable water 
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STRUGGLE OF WOMEN PART OF 
FIGHT TO LIBERATE HUMANITY 


FROM THE EDITORS 


March 8 is International Women’s 
Day. It is a time when women through¬ 
out the globe are celebrated. It’s also an 
opportunity to reflect on the unfinished 
work of the movement for women’s 
rights in America. 

Until recently, the women’s move¬ 
ment has focused on equal pay, promo¬ 
tion opportunities and maternity leave. 
The movement made progress, even 
though the gains were largely limited to 
middle class women. This was a period 
when capitalism was expanding. It was 
a period of great social unrest and hard 
fought battles to reform capitalism. 

Today, women represent more than 
half of society. More important, they are 
the majority of the new class of the poor. 
Poverty rates for women are increasing, 
as are the numbers of women in prison, 
90 percent of whom are in prison for 
non-violent crimes. Women are the most 


oppressed, exploited segments of our 
society and they have the potential to re¬ 
define class politics across the globe. 

The first stages of the women’s 
movement began over a century ago 
with upper class women fighting to in¬ 
herit their husband’s wealth. This had 
nothing to do with the slave woman or 
the woman living in a shantytown and 
working for 50 cents a day. 

Today, women’s organizations are 
making every effort to reach our most 
desperate communities. Such groups 
are working to take us back to the roots 
of International Women’s Day, born out 
of the struggle of women garment mak¬ 
ers in a New York sweatshop in 1911. 
Trapped in a horrible fire behind locked 
doors, 146 people perished, but the fac¬ 
tory owners were acquitted of any 
wrongdoing. In memory of those work¬ 
ers, March 8 was designated as the day 
on which people all over the world re¬ 
member the unique contributions 


women have made to society. 

But as we look at the sacrifices 
women have made, we can’t overlook 
the common struggles they share with 
workers at the bottom of the economic 
system, regardless of gender. 

As globalization of production 
spreads, the economies of most countries 
have become a race to the bottom. Au¬ 
tomation of production has lowered the 
cost of the necessaries of life. Conse¬ 
quently, life itself has become cheaper on 
the global labor market. The sweatshops 
of the world are becoming the norm, with 
devastating effects on all workers. 

Reflecting this debasement of hu¬ 
manity, rape, murder and kidnapping of 
women around the globe have become 
commonplace. The growing antago¬ 
nism between the possibilities of a bet¬ 
ter life and the reality of debasement 
indicate the revolutionary potential of 
the expanding struggle of women. 

In the past 30 years, the system has 


opened up to women, in part as a result 
of women’s struggles and in part as a 
result of technological changes that let 
women leave their dependency on men 
and enter the workforce. Today, howev¬ 
er, most women are still denied equality 
by the capitalist system and many are 
losing the relatively small economic 
gains they had made. 

There can be no further progress for 
women—or for any worker at the bot¬ 
tom of the system—until class politics 
becomes the force that guides our strug¬ 
gle for a new world. Why? Because we 
are leaving an era based on the exploita¬ 
tion of human labor and entering an era 
marked by the end of work. 

International Women’s Day gives us 
a chance to recognize who are the most 
exploited women in today’s society and 
focus the movement on them—and on 
the ideal that liberating women trapped 
at the bottom of society is really about 
liberating all of humanity. 


Cook County, III., votes to cut vital health services 



Nurses and other health care workers voice opposition to Cook County, IL health care cuts. photo/a contributor 


Frontline healthcare 
workers, community pledge 
to continue the fight 

BY SHEILAH GARLAND-OLANIRAN 

Cook County (Chicago), IL — On 

February 23, despite protests, testi¬ 
monies and overwhelming information 
as to the impact of cuts to healthcare, 10 
Cook County Board Commissioners 
voted to make cuts in vital health care 
services for hundreds of thousands of 
uninsured, underinsured and indigent 
people. Without the fight to save these 
services, the cuts would have undoubt¬ 
edly gone much deeper. Still, patients, 
workers and the community have 
pledged to continue the fight. 

WHAT IS NEXT? 

Although the government of Cook 
County, like many counties across the 
nation, is shedding any responsibility 
for the health and welfare of the poor 
and workers replaced by technology, 
the defensive fight to save or win any 
concessions for the health and survival 
of people is a moral imperative. So, the 
fight to restore these services must con¬ 
tinue. This fight must be waged to keep 
the present system in place while the 
larger political fight gets underway for 
true universal single-payer health care 
for all. 

Beyond just the issue of healthcare, 
poor and working people must fight in 
their own interests in all areas. We are 


forced into this fight for ourselves and 
our children since it is becoming abun¬ 
dantly clear that the local machine boss¬ 
es, the two major national parties and 
their corporate friends look only to 
build and protect their own interests. 

Many of us have taken up the fight 
against these cuts in healthcare. We are 
also fighting for housing and education. 


We are fighting for basic needs such as 
water, lights, heat and food. We are 
fighting racism, sexism, and for social 
and economic justice for all. What re¬ 
mains to be developed is the idea that 
these fights must be part of a broader 
political fight. 

The political, economic and social 
landscape is changing. The fixes of 20 or 


30 years ago won’t work today. We need 
to fight for ourselves independent of the 
corporations and their political allies. We 
must chart a course that takes into con¬ 
sideration the changed environment we 
are fighting in and what we can achieve. 
We hope you will join us in charting a 
new course, a new kind of fight. It is 
clear that the future is up to us. 
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TENT CITIES SPREAD ACROSS AMERICA 


Poor People Gonna Rise Up! 


BY MIKE RHODES 


Fresno, CA — Homeless people and their allies 
came together in Fresno on February 20 and held 
elected officials accountable for the recent attacks 
against unhoused people in this community. The 
Homelessness Marathon, a broadcast that goes to over 
100 radio stations throughout the country, was the 
scene for this poor people’s assembly in downtown 
Fresno. The 14-hour event resembled a townhall 



A panel of plaintiffs discussing their lawsuit 
against the City of Fresno with host/producer of 
the Homelessness Marathon, Jeremy Alderson. 

PHOTO/MIKE RHODES 

meeting with an open mike where anyone could ask 
questions of city and county elected officials. 

There were those in the crowd who described re¬ 
cent city action against the homeless as a scorched 
earth policy. That policy has included bulldozing 
homeless encampments, passing draconian ordi¬ 
nances to prevent homeless people from moving their 
possessions in shopping carts, an outdoor drunk tank 
for homeless people, and the frequent violation of 
their civil rights by the police. It was so bad in Fresno 
that a federal judge had to order the City of Fresno to 
uphold the U.S. constitution. A lawsuit against the 
city is pending. 

Rebeca Rangel, speaking on the open mike, de¬ 
manded to know why the City of Fresno took Com¬ 
munity Development Block Grant (CDBG) money 
that was intended for the homeless and gave it to the 
Fresno Police Department (FPD). Rangel said the city 
has received $8 million to address affordable housing 
issues and that most of that money has not reached the 
homeless or the poor in this community. The mayor 
and others on the panel defended their use of the mon¬ 
ey by saying that CDBG money can be used for many 
different things. 

Over 100 homeless people and their allies attended 
this event, held on the lawn at the Mexican American 
Baptist Church in downtown Fresno. As people 
spoke, a video showing the destruction of homeless 


encampments by city workers, played continuously 
on a wall directly in front of the elected officials. An¬ 
gry shouts from the crowd like “time to resign mayor” 
could be heard as the panel continued. 

Jeremy Alderson, the producer of the Homeless¬ 
ness Marathon, asked the mayor if he would put trash 
bins and portable toilets up at the homeless encamp¬ 
ments. Autry did not address the question, so Aider- 
son demanded a yes or no answer. Autry said he did 
not want to condone illegal behavior and therefore 
would not support placing these facilities near home¬ 
less encampments. 

On the Friday before the Homelessness Marathon 
the City of Fresno did an about-face on their policy of 
trash collection at homeless encampments. At the en¬ 
campment located just South of Ventura on H street, 
the City of Fresno came with a garbage truck, bull 
dozer, and crew of sanitation workers. Instead of bull¬ 
dozing the tents in the encampment, city workers 
carefully cleaned up an area where trash had collected. 
City of Fresno Public Information Officer Rhonda 
Jom said the city was working with the homeless to 
clean up the area. No homeless peoples property was 
destroyed in the sweep, proving that the city can clean 
up these areas without massive destruction of home¬ 
less people’s property. 

The Homelessness Marathon was a great opportu¬ 
nity for the community to hold elected officials feet to 
the fire on this issue. With the threat of a lawsuit 
hanging over the City of Fresno, national exposure on 
the city’s treatment of the homeless, and a change of 
policy in the way clean ups are conducted starting to 
take shape, now might be the time when poor and 
homeless people start to be treated with the dignity 
and respect they deserve. 


Mike Rhodes is editor of the Community Alliance 
newspaper. Email: MikeRhodes@Comcast.net 



An advocate and a homeless man deep in 
conversation at the 11/24 homeless rally in St. 
Petersburg. photo/don schiffler 



Rev. Bruce Wright addressing the crowd at the 
11/24/06 homeless rally in St. Petersburg. 
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ST. PETERSBURG 

HOMELESS DEMAND HOUSING 

The following is excerpted from statements by 
the St. Petersburg, Florida Tent City of homeless 
people. 

There are over 3,000 homeless people in St. 
Pete. Tent City offers a model to allow working 
homeless to maintain dignity, safety, and privacy 
as we work towards saving enough for our own 
apartment. For many of us it will take 6-12 weeks 
to make enough for first/last/security on an apart¬ 
ment, another $200-$400 for water and electric de¬ 
posit, and then we need some furniture. Here are 
our suggestions for a solution: 

1) Have the politicians and social service agen¬ 
cies spend time at tent city and learn from us. 

2) Have the city provide three to five acres for a 
permanent tent city. 

3) Recognize that we the homeless know what 
is best for us! We are homeless for many reasons, 
most of them economic. We should have full ac¬ 
cess at all meetings concerning the homeless both 
at City and County level. We should have equal 
participation and VOTING rights at these meet¬ 
ings where decisions about our lives are being dis¬ 
cussed and implemented. 

4) We request that the City Council, Mayor, and 
County Commissioners begin to seriously address 
the necessity for a living wage for all working peo¬ 
ple, and affordable housing for all. 

For more information, contact Rev. Bruce Wright: 
727-278-1547, st.petersburgtentcity@yahoo.com. 


I believe... 

that the American people are a great people in the 
truest sense, in that we wish to do what is right and 
have compassion for each other. But we too often 
bamboozle ourselves by buying a bill of goods about 
greatness in its emptiest, most meaningless sense. 

Just as slavery was perpetuated by poor whites 
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conned into believing that their membership in the 
Caucasian Club was more important than feeding 
their families, so too, our current system of economic 
injustice is held in place by the unsupportable notion 
that the first duty of an American citizen is to be the 
armchair emperor of the world. Our Presidential elec¬ 
tions too often turn on propositions —all of them 
fake-about how we ought to rule over others, while 
the most obvious questions go unasked, like that old 


standby, "Why are people sleeping on the streets of 
the richest nation in history?” 

So I guess you could say that the Homelessness 
Marathon keeps growing, because we aren't smart 
enough to move on to something more important. 
Thank God. 

Jeremy Alderson, 
founder, Homelessness Marathon 

















Residents of Camp Quixote inform the rest of Supporters and residents of Camp Quixote Reading and discussing plans for the camp, current events 

the Olympia community about the need for celebrate the community that they built as they and poor people’s issues in Olympia and across the US. 

housing. photo/ jeff d. eiseman await the arrival of the police. photo/ sandy mayes photo/ tony zaragoza 


POOR PEOPLES UNION DECLARES VICTORY-PREPARES FOR NEXT STAGE 


BY TONY ZARAGOZA 


Olympia, WA — On February 8, The Poor Peo¬ 
ple’s Union (PPU) won a standoff with city officials. 
Despite objections from the City, the PPU won the 
right to reestablish the tent city, Camp Quixote, on a 
new site. According to Rob Richards, an organizer of 
Camp Quixote, “This a major victory. We get to stay 
together. We developed leadership, organization, and 
a plan. Now we’re getting ready for what comes 
next.” 

On February 1, the day 
that the City of Olympia 
banned sitting, panhandling 
or performing on public 
sidewalks, the PPU set up a 
tent city in downtown 
Olympia. The encampment grew to 50 people with 
25 tents, a kitchen, portable toilet and communal hall. 
Residents organized trash brigades to clean up the 
neighborhood, made decisions collectively, and 
banned drugs and alcohol. Support came from 
throughout Olympia. 

As poor people organized to demand their rights, 
local government and police threatened to destroy 
what was built. According to a PPU press release, 
“Our crime is acting independently and effectively, 
being organized, and caring for all the people of this 
community — those without permanent shelter.” 
Tim, an Organizer with the PPU, said, “This is about 
basic human rights. This is like the civil rights move¬ 
ment for poor people. People are isolated out in the 
woods — out of sight, out of mind. But here together 
we’re safe and able to accomplish a lot.” 

On February 6, the city manager entered the camp 
and the police chief gave a verbal order to disperse. 
At the City Council meeting that night, City officials 
made it clear that they were not going to change their 


minds: the camp had to go. The City wanted the 
camp community to simply scatter and disappear. 

The day after, Carol Harmon, a PPU member, was 
arrested on a two-year-old warrant after she vocally 
challenged the City Council about their threats to 
shut down Camp Quixote, “I'm one of the homeless 
people you’re trying to run out of town, but I'm not 
going anywhere.” 

City officials, concerned primarily with develop¬ 
ment and tourism, sought to defend property over 

people. On February 8, the 
City distributed fliers: on 
one side it promised the ar¬ 
rest of Camp Quixote resi¬ 
dents and on the other 
listed phone numbers for 
shelters. Many at the camp 
felt insulted. According to Kandace Jones, an orga¬ 
nizer with the PPU, “They gave us a bunch of num¬ 
bers for referral services. Most of the numbers are for 
places that don’t have any available space and some 
of the numbers don’t even work. They don’t care 
about us.” 

Jones went on to say, “The goals of Camp Quixote 
are to get people and the City to realize that there is 
no option left for us. We want land that's ours, that we 
can build on, that the people can run. Real democracy 
— not this sham and police threats. We are people.” 

Jesse Shultz, a PPU member, explained further, 
“We have millions living on the streets around this 
country. We are here to demand our rights: the right 
to freedom of assembly, to housing and to live. If you 
structure society in this way, you should expect [tent 
cities] like ours.” 

The American people have to demand that this 
country provide adequate housing for all people-but 
the fight is also bigger. Homelessness in this system 
is incurable. It results from the elimination of jobs by 


corporations looking for the cheapest labor and using 
automated production that eliminates the need for 
workers. The fight for housing is an important part of 
building a movement for a new society based on hu¬ 
man need, not private property and corporate profit. 


UPDATE: In another small victory, the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Olympia on February 18 
granted Camp Quixote the right to stay on church 
land for 90 days. In their new location, residents of 
Camp Quixote are regrouping and the camp is again 
growing. They are working together to determine 
their next move. The city remains hostile to the camp, 
opposing a tent city anywhere in Olympia. 


CELEBRATE AMERICA - 
END HOMELESSNESS 

San Jose, CA — In coordination with the 
national Homelessness Marathon, over 200 
people attended a President’s Day barbecue or¬ 
ganized by the Community Homeless Alliance 
Ministry (CHAM) to protest homelessness in 
America. According to one recent report, Cali¬ 
fornia leads the nation with 170,000 homeless 
people, one quarter of the country’s entire 
homeless population. 

“It is time for our state and our nation to rec¬ 
ognize that homelessness is an emergency all 
year around,” said CHAM’s Pastor Scott 
Wagers. “Churches, especially have a responsi¬ 
bility to speak out against this injustice. The 
Bible says over and over that a nation that does 
not care for its poor is doomed for destruction. 
The churches have an obligation, not only to 
help the homeless themselves, but to speak out 
against wicked policies by government 
officials.” 

CHAM called on the Federal government to 
immediately end homelessness by expanding 
the Section 8 voucher program until it meets the 
need. There are 59,000 families on the Section 
8 waiting list in San Jose. At current funding 
levels it will take 60 years for these families to 
get into the program and find affordable housing. 


SPEAKERS for a NEW AMERICA 

Speakers for a New America are in the forefront of the fight for a better 
world. They are authors, poets, and activists in the fight for homes, health 
care, water and utilities for all, and more. They bring a vision of hope and 
the possibility of creating a new society whose wealth benefits everyone. 

VISIT www.speakersforanewamerica.com • EMAIL info@speakersforanewamerica.com 

CALL 800-691-6888 


‘If you structure society in 
this way, you should 
expect tent cities like ours.’ 
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Back to the Future 

‘One step back, two steps forward’ 

An interview with Rev. Kenneth Glasgow, director of T.O.P.S., The Ordinary People Society. 


BY JOHN SLAUGHTER 


Rev. Kenneth Glasgow of Dothan, 
Alabama is the founder of The Ordinary 
People Society (T.O.P.S.). A veteran of 
12 years in Alabama prisons, he is state 
chair of the NAACP Prison Project, 
state chair of Alabama RESTORE the 
Vote, dedicated to restoring the rights of 
ex-prisoners, and is the vice-chair of the 
Alabama Rural Coalition 
for the Homeless. He led 
a February 25 “pre- 
Bloody Sunday Reenact¬ 
ment March” in Selma, 

Alabama, in which the 
participants marched 
backwards across the Ed¬ 
mund Pettus bridge to 
show how we need to 
connect with the past, but 
also how we need to ad¬ 
dress the issues of today 
in a new way in order to 
move forward. The Peo¬ 
ple's Tribune interviewed 
him shortly before the 
march. 


or agenda put forward on what needs to 
be done. There are no possible solutions 
expressed for the great issues of the day. 
We still have overpopulated prisons, a 
poor economic base, and Black-on- 
Black crime. So we believe that we 
need to look back, but only to remind us 
that although that battle was won, the 
war is still not over. We are taking a 
step back, but only in order to move 



Rev. Kenneth Glasgow. 
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People’s Tribune: Why are you march¬ 
ing backwards across the Edmund Pet¬ 
tus bridge in Selma, Alabama? 

March 4 is the 42nd anniversary of 
the bloody confrontation on that bridge, 
which led to the great victories of that 
era. We will be marching backwards 
across the bridge the week before, on 
Sunday, February 25, as a symbol of us 
remembering the past in order to em¬ 
brace our future and move forward. You 
see, the problem is that every year, after 
crossing the bridge, there is no mission 


two steps forward. 

People’s Tribune: Where did you get 
the idea for The Ordinary People Soci¬ 
ety? 

While I was serving 12 years in 
prison, part of that time was spent in 
solitary confinement, where the only 
thing they allowed me to have was a 
bible. So, while reading it, I learned that 
Jesus was all about going to the com¬ 
mon people. That was my vision. We 
don’t like to use the term “common” to¬ 
day, so my inspiration was to talk about 
the ordinary people instead. The ordi¬ 


nary people today are the 
people on the bottom, the 
prisoners and ex-felons, 
the homeless, those who 
still suffer from the de¬ 
nial of their rights and 
basic humanity. 

People’s Tribune: Two 

projects you are working on now are the 
RESTORE Project and the Prodigal 
Son Project. What can you tell us about 
those? 

Well, both are projects which reflect 
the overall mission of T.O.P.S. We have 
been working to restore voting rights 
for ex-felons who are having their basic 
rights denied. You know, this country 
spends over $365 billion a year on the 
prison-industrial complex, on the war 
on drugs, and almost nothing for the 
poor, for public housing, for health 
care. Another thing, in Alabama, as a 
result of the profiling of the Black poor, 
62 percent of the prison population is 
African-American, while the overall 
population is only 26 percent. So we are 
fighting for restoring our rights, but like 
the prodigal son who has been exclud¬ 
ed, we fight to come home to economic 
equality. 

People’s Tribune: Is there anything 
else you would like to say? 

Just what I said to the people when I 
was the keynote speaker at Poor Peo¬ 
ple’s Day in Atlanta, on February 15: 
“It is time to make some noise. It is 
time to fight. Stop accepting living in 
poverty. Don’t accept going to jail, 
don’t accept slavery. We have to fight to 
restore our communities, our families. 
It is time to move forward.” 



Lynne Griever, formerly homeless, is singing at 
Poor People’s Day in Atlanta in February. 

PHOTO/JOHN SLAUGHTER 


People’s Tribune Radio is the monthly half hour news magazine that brings the voices of the 
people to the airwaves. Tune in to hear some of the most provocative stories, speakers, inter¬ 
views, commentaries and ideas available on Radio and the Internet (via Real Audio). 

ALSO CHECK OUT THESE SOUND POSSES. 

Posses are local groups that record voices for systemic change.) 

The LA Sound Posse has posted a discussion of global economic turbulence 
by Dr. Robert Brenner. This economic history charts the turbulent post-war history 
of the global economic system and reveals how over-production 
and over-competition lie behind its long-term crisis. 
http://www.radio4all.net/proginfo.php?id=21441 

The LA Sound Posse covers all its programs with an Anti-Copyright, making 
them available to anyone for free and illegal to profit from. 



The Northwest Sound Posse’s website is up and will soon have interviews 
to download. Check it out at: www.northwestsoundposse.org 


People’s Ikibune 



On the web @ www.ptradio.org 
or call 800-691-6888 for sample copies 


THE UNION FERRY’S 
STEAMIN’ UP 

For the 55 union ferry workers fired 
from the Alcatraz touring lines. And 
the solidarity of the San Francisco 
Anti-War movement with them: 

January 27, 2007. 

As far out as you wanna travel, 
on legs, in the saddle, by car 
or in the air, 

just remember: down here 
where privatizing snakes slither, 
we all ride the Union ferry 
to the Rock and back, 
to the Rock and back and forth 
with keel sharp enough to lop 
them sumabitchin’ vipers. 

Their tongues are tied to 
the war-bone, 

to the murderous shock-and-oil bone, 
to the profits-at-any-price bone. 

Their fangs are honed in the 
global apple 
where their venom lies. 

C’mon, mates, the Union ferry’s 
steamin’ up 

to split their army so that putrescent 
serpents’ nest that has little left but 
unwilling guns 

falls powerless at last. And you 
get back 

what they ordered stolen. And we 
can all 

go to work on the constructions 
of a Rock to jail those 
Big House and White House 
slimy reptiles for ages. 

— Jack Hirschman 
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Actions soeak l_ouder than words 

Immigration raids affect us all 



Editor's note: This article is excerpt¬ 
ed from a longer version printed in our 
sister publication , the Tribuno del 
Pueblo. 

If actions speak louder than words 
then terror is the only leadership coming 
out of the federal government as the 
multitude of attacks continue to hit un¬ 
documented workers and their families 
from every angle. In January, over 850 
people were arrested in the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area and in California’s 
Contra Costa County in the biggest se¬ 
ries of immigration raids in US history— 
and the raids continue. When the agents 
can’t find who they are looking for, they 
take anyone who cannot produce papers, 
pushing undocumented workers farther 
into the shadows and underground. Fam¬ 
ilies are afraid to leave their homes or 
send their children to school for fear of 
being wrongfully arrested and separated 
from their children. 

Deadly force along the border has 
also been increasing, including by bor¬ 
der patrol agents. The Minutemen and 
other anti-immigration groups continue 
to harass and bully in the streets and 
along the borders. Medical neglect, food 
shortages, sexual harassment and physi¬ 
cal abuse are included in a list of human 
rights violations taking place at immi¬ 
grant detention centers. There have been 
attempts to classify undocumented 
workers as “domestic terrorists.” 


Some groups have refused to be in¬ 
timidated and have called for a morato¬ 
rium on the raids until there is 
immigration reform from Congress. 
But, that begs the question. What is 
Congress doing? 

Despite the results of the November 
2006 elections where the American 
people voted that immigration reform 
was a top priority, Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi did not list immigration in 
the 100 hours agenda for the House. 


There is widespread debate about 
whether Congress will work to push 
through comprehensive reform this 
year, keeping it out of the 2008 Presi¬ 
dential debates, or if they will tackle the 
issue piecemeal by introducing bills 
that address parts of the problem so 
they appear to be working on the issue. 
Whatever the approach, solutions thus 
far have focused on guest worker pro¬ 
grams and enforcement measures that 
protect big business and work to divide 


all workers. 

As we have seen repeatedly in the la¬ 
bor movement, all workers rights need 
to be protected or no workers rights are 
guaranteed. For example, tying a mini¬ 
mum wage increase to immigration re¬ 
form pits documented workers against 
undocumented by making the argument 
appear to be that people have to choose 
between their own livelihood and that 
of others. If this is the solution from 
Democrats, then they do not have our 
best interests as a priority. 

When millions of undocumented and 
documented workers poured out into 
the streets last year and took a stand for 
workers rights, the state knew it was 
losing the battle. The attacks on the un¬ 
documented mirror the steady on¬ 
slaught against all workers in a 
social-economic system that tells us we 
are disposable. Between 1995 and 
2005, for example, over 3 million man¬ 
ufacturing jobs were lost in the U.S. 

The open terrorism against workers 
is stripping away the veil of lies that has 
been used to keep us divided. It is 
showing us that we are not alone in our 
abuse. We must unite together for the 
sake of humanity and refuse to stand by 
while millions are attacked, demoral¬ 
ized and stripped of the basic necessi¬ 
ties of life so a few can profit. Our 
survival depends on it. 


LOSING THE RANCH 

Mortgage game was rigged against us from the start 


BY CLIFF BAILEY 


During the largest home-price increase in U.S. his¬ 
tory, the financial class bet and won billions on the ad¬ 
justable-rate mortgage (ARM). 

Now, according to the Financial Times , they are 
betting big that the ARM business will tank. Where 
does that leave us? It leaves us poorer. 

Problems with adjustable rate mortgages? Soaring 
defaults and foreclosures? You wouldn’t know it from 
the corporate-owned press—unless you read the fi¬ 
nancial papers or the back pages of big-city newspa¬ 
pers. It has all but disappeared from the front page and 
the nightly news. It’s old news. 

But it’s not old news for Shirley H. Byrd, a janitor 
at the Chicago Police Department. 

Ms. Byrd is one of the lucky ones. Last year she 
was able to switch her ARM loan to a fixed-rate mort¬ 
gage. Her loan interest rate had risen from 10 percent 
in 1998 to more than 12 percent in 2006, she told the 
New York Times. That increase caused a 20-percent 
jump in her payments, which most likely would have 
jumped again this year. 

Indeed, millions of workers stand to get hit by big 
increases in their payments and may even lose their 
homes in the next 12 months. Many of them won’t be 


as lucky as Ms. Byrd. With mortgage lenders pulling 
in their horns, they won’t qualify for renegotiating 
their loans. 

Interest rates on more than $1 trillion in ARM loans 
will rise from the current average of 3.6 percent to an 
average of 5.6 percent in the next 12 months—causing 
a 55-percent increase in monthly payments. And not 
just for a few people. Given an average mortgage of 
$200,000, that means five million loans will be reval¬ 
ued over the next year. 

That’s five million households taking it on the nose. 
Assuming three people live in each household, then 
some 15 million people will be directly affected by 
these predatory loans—just shy of 5 percent of the 
population of the US. Five percent! And it’s not on the 
nightly news? 

The corporate media isn’t talking about how mil¬ 
lions of us will be affected. The government isn’t talk¬ 
ing about millions losing their homes. That’s more 
than incredible—it’s immoral, verging on the criminal. 

What the media is talking about, instead, are record 
corporate profits, profits that in 2006 were up 30 per¬ 
cent from 2005 — 30 percent! 

And when corporate media does do a story on 
ARMs, they rarely mention how the rise in monthly 
payments will affect workers. They focus on how the 


mortgage companies and speculators will be affected. 

So on one hand workers are losing their homes in 
record numbers, and on the other hand we have a 
small number of speculators in the financial class 
profiting mightily. 

This highlights the great divide in this country. The 
divide between the two classes. The class of capitalists, 
financiers and speculators and the class of workers. 

I have only recently come to the idea that there are 
two classes in America. For most of my life, I bought 
the propaganda that “we are all in this together.” Well, 
I see now that we aren’t. Or rather, in a terrible, total¬ 
ly unfair, cat-and-mouse way, we are. 

The financiers among “us” have already made huge 
profits from ARM mortgages through hedge funds 
and derivatives —the fancy-dancy, big-money way 
they milk home buyers. 

At the same time, those of us in the working class 
are left with mountains of debt (and maybe homeless, 
too). Debt not just from predatory ARM mortgages, 
but also debt from credit cards and student loans. 
Many of us stand to “lose the ranch” in a game that 
was rigged against us from the start. 

“Lose the ranch”—that says it all in this struggle 
between the classes, here, now, today. 
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HIGH-TECH 

TSUNAMI 

Corporate commentator 
agrees: it’s robots that 
are driving down wages— 
relentlessly 

BY A PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE 
CONTRIBUTOR 


“Technology, not globalization, is 
driving wages down,” reads a January 4 
headline in the Financial Times. 

For some years, the newspaper in 
your hands has been saying that there’s 
a revolution in technology going on that 
can either make or break your everyday 
working person, both here and abroad. 

And it’s always nice when somebody 
on the other side of the fence agrees 
with you and adds fuel to the fire. 

The Financial Times is British, but it 
publishes American and other editions. 
It’s a newspaper of, by, and for big busi¬ 
ness that is read around the world. 

The author of its January 4 story was 
Jagdish Bhagwati, a professor at Co¬ 
lumbia and a senior fellow of the Coun¬ 
cil on Foreign Relations (CFR). The 
CFR was founded and financed by the 
Rockefellers, and it is a leading institu¬ 
tion of international capital. 

What Bhagwati had to say was that 
neither international trade nor the influx 
of immigrants into the U.S. are to blame 
for the decline of wages here. And he 
cited good studies to prove it. 

REPLACED BY ROBOTS 

So what’s to blame? “The culprit is 
labor-saving technical change that puts 
pressure on the wages of the unskilled,” 
Bhagwati explained. 

In past times, there were the man- 
plus-machine assembly lines that Char¬ 
lie Chaplin mocked in the film, Modern 
Times, Bhagwati noted. That’s 
changed. “There are assembly lines to¬ 
day, but they are without workers,” he 
continued. “They are managed by com¬ 
puters in a glass cage above, with high¬ 
ly skilled engineers in charge.” 

In the past, jumps in productivity 
from automation eventually brought 
higher wages, Bhagwati noted. “So why 
has there been no such significant effect 
for almost two decades?” 

In his reply you can read the future: 
“I suspect that the answer lies in the in¬ 
tensity of displacement of unskilled la¬ 
bor by information technology-based 
change and in the fact that this process 
is continuous now.” 

In other words, millions of workers 
are being replaced by robots year after 
year, now, and it ain’t agonna stop! 

“The pressure on wages becomes re- 



Robotized assembly lines have displaced thousands of auto workers over the years. photo/daymonjhartley.com 


lentless,” said Bhagwati. “This techni¬ 
cal change ... proceeds like a tsunami.” 

CHANGE THE SYSTEM! 

Bhagwati offered no suggestion 
about where we go next. That’s proba¬ 
bly because the Financial Times would¬ 
n’t print what has to be faced up to 
clearly. 

What he can’t say, but is staring us in 
the face, is that we’re in a technological 
revolution (computerization, robotics), 
it’s causing social disintegration (con¬ 
tinually declining wages and the loss of 
jobs), and we need a political revolution 
(so we can change how things are dis¬ 
tributed and assure that everyone gets 
what they need). 

That is, there’s good news and bad 
news and more good news. The good 
news is that, with robots doing the 
work, who’s going to need a job? The 
bad news is that, under the system that 
the Financial Times champions—capi¬ 
talism, with the corporate elite in 
charge—those without a job will starve. 

The “more good news” is that we, the 
working class, whether still working or 
already jobless, can and must change 
the system—if we’re going to enjoy the 
benefits of the hugely productive tech¬ 
nology we’ve built. And we get to do it 
ourselves (’cause ain’t nobody gonna 
do it for us!). 

Meanwhile, that tsunami is bearing 
down fast. Better get moving! 


Residents fight to save a 
public park in Michigan from 
a corporate take-over 


BY PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE STAFF 

Below, Carol Drake, vice presi¬ 
dent of “Friends of Jean Klock 
Park, ” speaks about the struggle 
to save a public park located on 
the coveted Lake Michigan shore¬ 
line in Benton Harbor. Corpora¬ 
tions are trying to turn the park 
into an expensive golf course that 
the majority of the community 
cannot afford to use. 

“The Jean Klock Park is con¬ 
sidered to be the last undeveloped 
property on the Lake Michigan 
shore line between Sagutuack and 
New Buffalo. Therefore it is 
sought after by developers. Ben¬ 
ton Harbor is the only African 
American community in the state 
with deeded access to Lake 
Michigan. No other African 
American community owns Lake 
Michigan access. As one of the 
oldest parks in Michigan, it was 
deeded to the City of Benton Har¬ 
bor in 1917, purchased specifical¬ 
ly so the city would own their own 
lakefront. 

“Benton Harbor residents have 
been forced to choose between the 


environment and the speculation 
that the golf course will transform 
the city and provide jobs. In reali¬ 
ty, a public park is being taken 
over by private entities. We are 
fighting the Whirlpool Corpora¬ 
tion. This is part of their 530 acre 
Harbor Shores development pro¬ 
ject. They can build it without us¬ 
ing the park. 

“This is about fighting for our 
heritage, to keep what’s ours. I’m 
not in this to make a name for my¬ 
self, and the Friends of Jean 
Klock Park are not going to back 
down. Someone is trying to take 
something that does not belong to 
them. If they get this park, that’s 
it. You might as well pack your 
bags. You won’t be able to afford 
to live here, or you won’t want to 
live here because wealthy second 
home owners will be calling the 
shots. It will build resentment 
within the community and eventu¬ 
ally lead to a cultural clash.” 

Contact Friends of Jean Klock 
Park at 

www.savejeanklockpark.org for 
more information. 
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Battle Creek residents face 
highest gas rates in Michigan 


BY PASTOR MARY GAULT 


Citizens of Battle Creek, Mich., were 
outraged when the local newspaper in¬ 
formed them that their already ap¬ 
palling heating bills were a whopping 
27 percent higher than anywhere else in 
the state. The citizens believed that the 
City had properly given control of ne¬ 
gotiating gas rates to the Michigan Pub¬ 
lic Service Commission. The advantage 
for this is having a larger, more power¬ 
ful, body acting on your behalf. When 
the energy company posted notice in 
the newspaper of a hearing, several of 
us determined that we should attend. 

Beforehand, we began our research 
to be prepared to speak for the citizens 
who are struggling to heat their homes 


under such a burden. We found out that 
the State of Michigan doesn’t have the 
jurisdiction to bargain for Battle Creek 
as the state is under “Home Rule.” The 
city must negotiate with SEMCO Ener¬ 
gy Corporation. We also found that 
SEMCO had not given the required 3- 
month notice to citizens about the hear¬ 
ing. There were other issues all 
connected to the legal determination of 
who can negotiate for the Battle Creek 
residents, and legal protection to pre¬ 
vent discrimination in the rates that are 
paid across the state. 

Activists Pastor Mary Gault, Rev. 
William Stein, and John Kenefick at¬ 
tended the hearing for Battle Creek’s 
gas customers in Lansing, Mich., Feb. 
28, 2007. As we walked into the room 


there was surprise that anyone had 
come and a few were clearly uncom¬ 
fortable with the camera and sound 
equipment brought to record the ses¬ 
sion. It was our intent to record this ses¬ 
sion so it could be aired on our local 
access television. The airing would in¬ 
form our citizens and put pressure on 
our commissioners to correct the situa¬ 
tion. 

Rev. William Stein presented our case 
using the laws of Michigan concerning 
“Home Rule” and said that the City 
Commission of Battle Creek could not 
give up “Home Rule” without changing 
the City Charter through a 3/5 majority 
of the voters of Battle Creek. That has 
not occurred. He recommended that the 
City of Battle Creek pass a resolution 


stating that Battle Creek will match the 
rates and rules determined for the state 
by the Michigan Public Service Com¬ 
mission. Then the citizens would have 
the same rates statewide. This would 
give equal protection to all. The attor¬ 
neys were all busy taking notes during 
Rev. Stein’s presentation. On both cases 
the Judge ordered that both parties, the 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
and SEMCO Energy, include in their re¬ 
sponses for the next session an answer 
to our jurisdiction concerns. 

After the hearing the gas company’s 
lawyer asked if Rev. Stein and I had 
talked with the city attorney. We stated 
no, and she said she planned on calling 
him to encourage him to talk with us. We 
are looking forward to that opportunity. 


Sham Katrina housing plan 
funnels billions to corporations 

BY TED QUANT 


New Orleans is 16 to 18 months out from Katrina and things are still structured 
so people can’t get back home. Middle class people who might have the resources 
are also being blocked. The Road Home Program, where the Federal Government 
gave over $1 billion to corporations to supposedly give away $7 billion to help 
homeowners is a big sham. The policies are designed to eliminate thousands from 
getting any assistance. The 
Road Home has done nothing 
for renters. 

The Housing Authority 
closed the public housing pro¬ 
ject, locked the people out and 
wouldn’t even let them get their 
clothes out. They claimed this 
was because it was unsafe, but 
only the bottom floors of some 
apartments were flooded. The 
Housing Authority says they 
want to rebuild better housing 
developments for mixed in¬ 
come. But the history in New 
Orleans is empty promises and 
fraud. If they were truly acting in the interest of the residents, they could have 
used the millions of dollars available to rebuild New Orleans to provide decent 
temporary housing and move residents into habitable apartments while the new 
ones are built. Instead they intend to keep people out of housing until the new 
ones are built, effectively slamming the door on residents desperate to come 
home. 

Congress recently held hearings, initiated by Rep. Maxine Waters, on this issue 
and others connected with the slow pace of recovery. People throughout the coun¬ 
try can continue to demonstrate and contact their elected officials to demand that 
public housing and other displaced renters be assisted in getting immediate assis¬ 
tance to decent affordable housing in New Orleans now. 

While New Orleans evacuees can’t return due to lack of affordable housing, 
schools, medical access, day care and other services needed by families to func¬ 
tion, work and recover, tens of thousands of laborers have been brought in to the 
take the place of local labor. Politically connected corporations make millions on 
contracts, creaming the money off the top, subcontracting the work to others. 



Katrina survivors lining up for food in the hurricane’s wake. 
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They create a conflict between the poor in this country and the immigrant poor 
who are also trying to survive in this globalized economy which is set up to get 
the poor to compete over who will work for less. This is the latest challenge to 
economic justice that the people of New Orleans are fighting. It is being replicat¬ 
ed in cities across the country, 

On the positive side, there is a tremendous grassroots motion of people fighting 
to reopen public housing, to improve access to medical care and for quality edu¬ 
cation for all. This is the hope and opportunity that must be joined, encouraged, 
and supported. 

Ted Quant is a long-time activist and fighter for the poor from New Orleans. 

He is available to speak through Speakers for a New America. 
http://www.speakersforanewamerica.com or by calling 800-691-6888. 


There is a 
tremendous 
grassroots 
motion of 
people 
fighting to 
reopen 
public 

housing, to improve access to 
medical care and for quality 
education for all/ 



Ted Quant. 
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CORRUPTION ROLLS 
ON IN BERRIEN 
COUNTY, MICH. 


BY REV. EDWARD PINKNEY 

Bad judges and corrupt judges are 
commonplace in Berrien County, 
Michigan. One of the most serious mis¬ 
takes you can make is assuming that 
you will receive a fair trial from an im¬ 
partial judge. The problem of corrupt 
judges is rampant in the American legal 
system. Instead of objectively adminis¬ 
tering true justice, judges are ruling ac¬ 
cording to their personal biases and 
political allegiances to the corporations. 
It is truly said that power corrupts. 
Nowhere is this more evident than with 
judges. Our Constitution is based on we 
the people. It is time to speak up. We 
must make change. Democracy is not 
working. 

Bad and corrupt judges—those who 
willfully violate their oath of office for 
bribery, blackmail, political allegiance, 
personal bias, etc. —are plaguing the 
courts today. Many regard their oath of 
office as merely a formality to be con¬ 
veniently forgotten as soon as they oc¬ 
cupy their chambers. Once comfortably 
in place in their courtrooms, they take 
on the mantle of demigods and act as if 
they have carte-blanche to do as they 
please, legislating from the bench with 
a wave of the hand, confident in the 
knowledge that their misdeeds have 
scant chance of ever reaching the 
Supreme Court. 

Time after time, District and Appel¬ 
late Court Judges ignore Supreme Court 
rulings that are contrary to the corporate 
agenda, misinterpret statutes whose 
meaning is perfectly clear, and bully lit¬ 
igants, pro se litigants and witnesses. 
Not only do they intentionally pervert 
justice, they create erroneous case law 
which may be subsequently cited by 
lower court judges. This practice leads 
to a vicious cycle in which one erro¬ 
neous ruling is piled on top of another. 
It is forming a judicial cancer. 

The best example that I can give you 


Second trial of Rev. 
Pinkney starts March 13; 
Your support is needed 

Rev. Edward Pinkney’s second trial 
begins March 13 at 9 a.m. It will con¬ 
tinue through March 14,15,16, 20, 21 
and 22. Please come and support Rev. 
Pinkney against the corrupt and racist 
Berrien County Courthouse. It is very 
important that you be there. Call 
269-925-0001 for more information. 


is of Berrien County Sheriff Detec¬ 
tive/Sergeant Michael Danneffel, who 
paid Tommie Travis—a witness for the 
prosecution in my trial—to lie on tape 
and to the jury. The jury will never 
know that Danneffel said he was going 
to pay Tommie Travis to lie, that he 
paid him $5 and then threatened his life. 
The tape was played in Judge Alfred 
Butzbaugh’s Courtroom. The Judge did 
nothing about this legal injustice. These 
corrupt courts are all around us. They 
serve the corporations, not the people. 
We must make a change. 

If it appears that you are dealing with 
a corrupt judge, it is vital that you im¬ 
mediately rid yourself of any delusion 
that he/she will become impartial later 
in the proceedings. Once a judge re¬ 
veals their corruption, you must take a 
stand. Corrupt judges are a serious 
threat to the fabric of society and it is 
your duty to tackle the problem with all 
the power at hand. 

The poor are forced to fight for a new 
America, free of want, with justice and 
cooperation. If the people unite around 
the struggle of the poor and their vision 
of a new society, a new world can be 
won. 



Rev. Edward Pinkney and his wife Dorothy. 
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VOICES OF BENTON 
HARBOR, MICH. 

“Benton Harbor is being developed. We look forward to develop¬ 
ment, but not at the expense of our rights. The natural resources that 
we expected our elected officials to protect and keep for our use has 
been given way. The City is making new laws that are merging law 
enforcement and code enforcement. There is a show of force by the 
Police Department. This is not good for the poor and not for any¬ 
body. Many people may have to walk away from their homes be¬ 
cause of the burden that will be put on them. The City will take over 
their homes, their automobiles and some will even be jailed because 
they won’t be able to pay for what is demanded. These new laws are 
made by big corporations. They are setting this up so it appears that 
it is a ‘legal.’ We are the have-nots. Many of us are divided. We 
need to stand together.” 

— A Benton Harbor community leader 

“The workforce here goes through job programs, yet they don’t get 
jobs. Then the officials report that the jobs programs are a complete 
success. They also say Benton Harbor has no qualified people to get 
these jobs as they become available. But, people went through the 

program! This brings up a ques¬ 
tion—where is the money going for 
these programs? “ 

PRESORTED I — A concerned citizen 
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